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SUBJECT: legal Authority for Opersting Vending Machines

1. The Comptrollar Genersl hms ruled ou this guestion twice.
In 32 Comp. Oem. 12h (B-131085, 29 August 1952) he denied the
mwwmmwwmmfwmwu
of euployee velfsre grouwps. In 32 Conp. Gem. 1% (B-112040,

10 Decmber 1952), he distingulished his ssriier opiniom, telling
the Post Offios Department,

"However, in the satter under considevetion 1t sppears
thet contractusl srrasgesents for the installment purcheae,
{instalistion, snd cperstion of vending machines at various
Me&mmwwmwwdﬁ
odministrative approvel, and with the wnderstanding that
sy procesis received Uy the employee groups mm
Wammmmumw
mmmmwgmmmwuwwzm
to have agreed to suck an arrangement 1s doubtful, 1t
nns besn eoncludei thet this Office will inderpose oo
mmwmmm;mwwmmw
enployee groups from the opsrstion of such mechines for
Wmmmﬂmmmmm
in the sstter by the Congress in the form of clarifying
g Mmmmmﬁawﬁmm«

; to the Congress, August 10, 1949,

2. Toe zecond decistion bas been fmterpreted more broedly then
1te languass voulld seem %c permit. This Offies {(00OC Opinion 17
Februmry 19%3) checked with GAO and vas infcowmed timt the opindon
permitted the formation of nev seplayse wiliare greups and the
operatios of nev vending mechines. In 1ight of this oplnion
agensy policy wes smounsed in ¥ 20.660~7, 27 October 1953.

; 3. This posttion ves ccalirwed {n an 0OC Opinton of 2k
| August 1955, This date I checked agatn with My. levis Rly of
, MMWWMM. Congress has not acted on this
aubject.
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L. We may therefor operate vending machines in the new

pullding for the benefit of esployee welfere zroups, subleet Lo
gertiin restrictions fmposed o behnlf of hltnd stands.,

5, The Randolph-Shepperrd Act {20 Jume 193¢, s¢ ewmendsd,

20 YaCA 107) provides,

"Por the purpose of providing blind persons with
m-ﬁauuﬁWnanugnuﬂh mﬂmnﬁmgi@nnummﬁeammmmw

tmauﬂm,aut%rinﬂﬂmﬁﬁn,tahﬂh&;unmu:ﬂmmﬁ#
mrcaﬁmsnuumg-apmnwﬁn:uznﬁainﬁnawxaﬁiﬁa

Fmﬂumarﬂuﬁ;,ﬁﬂurtamﬂﬂmﬂ&uv&ﬂzﬂni&mm@u:,
amnwum1mccnnmmlafimcrnuuhma;mu?ﬁmemqv

aasipment of vending wachine income to schieve and protect
such preference) for such licensed dlind parsons vithout
unduly iscoaveniencing such depsrtmants and sgwncies

or adverssly affecting the interests of the United Stetes.”

fia It should be noted that blind stands have prefwrence over
wellsre groups 13 the operstion of vending machines.,

sepioyen

. Ely s indiceted that if vending wachines sxe so loosted
a3 to tele bGusiness from & Slind stand,; the operater theveol is
entitlal to the procesds.

Ts It shiould be recalisd that ir. Ely inforwed us esrlier

that hlind stands would a0t be installed is exy bulléing 1f
reasonsbly opposed by the hesd of the ccawgying agency.

25X1A9A

Assiatent Serwrnl Counse)

%. SPERET
ABQ! i Qg : CIA-RDP58-00453R000300130103-5

J ad ey ¢chrono




